FIRST OVER EVEREST
that Nepal retains that fidelity to a pledged word characteristic
of such a knightly race.
Tibet is mainly for religious reasons a hermit kingdom.
Here temporal power is exercised by two spiritual rulers,^ the
Tashi Lama and the Dalai Lama, the "Ocean of Learning," to
use the title conferred upon the latter by the former Chinese
emperors.
However, prior to 1903 this Tibetan seclusion had been
tampered with by Russian adventurers from the north. In the
tracks of the scientists, the Prejevalskis and the Bogdanovichs,
there came across the bleak uplands the more sinister figure of
Dorji. The name in Tibetan signified "thunderbolt" and its
bearer, either a Kalmuk or a Buriat, russified it to Dorjieff.
After many ventures he established himself in what the Third
International might nowadays call a "subversionary" or "diver-
sionary" movement in Lhasa.
His presence there was not congenial to British interests in
Central Asia, so in due course a military mission, under Sir
Francis Younghusband marched through Sikkim over the passes
to Lhasa. The Tibetans were converted to a more friendly
attitude, but meanwhile the mission did not neglect the claims
of science. A detachment of the ever-enterprising Survey of
India, under Ryder and Rawling, not only mapped thousands
of square miles of unknown country in Southern Tibet, but
took observations to Mount Everest and its neighbours from
the north. This work, although done from a distance of sixty
miles, taught the world a great deal about the conformation of
the mountain and its adjacent rivals, and substantially confirmed
the eariier observations as to its height. Not only did Ryder
and Rawling verify the preponderance in the height of Mount
Everest over other peaks of the range, but they took further
observations to the northwards, to peaks far into the interior
of Tibet and proved that there, at any rate, the great mountain
had no rival.
It should be said that, in spite of the rumour of legendary
peaks in New Guinea and elsewhere, Ryder and Rawling satis-
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